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" The Conceptions of Feng (&), Ya (),

Nan (#), and Sung (#2) in Chinese Poetry

Kao Pao-kuang

Feng (®), Ya (#£) and Sung (47) in the Shih Ching (Classic of Poctry %4)
have been considered by many scholars as three different forms of postry. And
some other scholars suggested that Nan (), which was a part of Feng, should
be left as an independent form too. There have also been diversities of opinion
regarding the definitions of these forms. After studying them carefully, I think
the definitions and functions of the four forms may be analyzed as follows:

1. Originally Feng meant “sound,” and Kuo Feng is consequently the sounds
of various ancient countries, i.e., folk songs. The characteristics of this form of
poetry are simplicity, charity and repetition.

2. Nan was primarily a variation of Kuo Feng, which prevailed in the
territories of Chou Kung (fi2\) and Shaw Kung (Z ). Though its style is
similar to Kuo Feng, Nan shows a different tone. Because the people of the Chou
Dynasty were very fond of this particular form, they gave it a special name—Nan.

3. Ya is the poems composed by the nobilities of the Chou Dynasty. These
poems usually contain more meaningful words and longer verses. No love songs
are found in this category.

4. Sung was written to praise the rulers. Since these poems uszed to be sung
as hymns in state ceremonies as well as religious sacrifices, they are usually made

up of reverent words, short verses and solemn tones.



